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Marcus Stowers, right. a business administration student, won five blue ribbons on Feb. 25 
competing in GC's bi-annua! swim meel held In the gym. Stowers has a competitive background In 
the organization United Stales Swimming. Many others braved the waters with little or no professional 
swimming experience. Daniel Hulsey, center, is a biology major at GC. 
Full Story Page 10 
The Compass Salutes the 
Women of Gainesville College 
By Michele H_ 
Editor-In-chief 
ahes2131@gc.peachnet.edu 
In 1987, Congress declared 
March as Women's History 
Month 10 celebrate the many 
accomplishments of women in 
American history. Each March 
Gainesville College lakes part in 
thi s nationwide even t by 
commemorating outstanding 
women. 
Since GC opened in the fall 
of 1966 with an enrollment of 
419 students, many grea t 
women have participated in 
making the school what it is 
today. Some of these womcn 
were here fo r a while and left for 
bigger and better things. Others 
have been at GC for nearly fony 
years. 
What ties th ese women 
together is that they have all 
made an impact on Gainesville 
College. 
During the month of March, 
Women's History Month, The 
Compass would like to recognize 
some of the great women of 
Gainesville College. 
By no means is this a 
complcte list of all the great 
women who have contributed to 
the history of the college. More 
nominees were suggested than 
we could publish in two pages. 
With that, let 's now pay 
tribute to Women 's Hi story 
Month by honoring Martha 
Nesbitt, Ann Purdy, Frances 
Meadows, Lillian Welch, Diane 
Carpenter and Andre Cheek. 
Full Story, Pages 12-13 
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GC Plans 
Student 
Center 
Additions 
By _ Pomrenlce 
Copy Editor 
jpom1828@gc,peachnet.edu 
The Ga inesville College 
Student Center cou ld add a 
seco nd level with a new 
computer lab, study modules 
and a te levision room in the 
next three years, according to a 
renovation plan submitted by 
GC officials to the University 
System of Georgia Facilities 
Office on March 19. 
Dr. Tom Waltcr, viee 
pres ident for student 
deve lopment , met with 
Facilities Office representatives 
o n March 22 about th e 
proposal, which called for a $7 
million renovation to th e 
student center. 
In the plan, which would add 
22,500 square feet of additional 
space to the student center, the 
Admissions Office, Registrar 's 
Office and Testing Center 
would move into the renovated 
IWO·StOry facility that may also 
house a game room, reading 
room, a larger stage and an 
outdoor dining area. 
GC President Martha Nesbin 
will present the revised plan to 
the Board of Regents this 
swnmer. 
Walter says they hope to 
begin const ru ction in the 
swnmer of2oo6. 
The process could take as 
long as three years to complete. 
Continued on Page 3 
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The 0MsI0n of SocIal 
Sdena!s and education 
Is _ng academic 
schoIarshIpsfcrthe 
200+2005 _ year. 
51udents must have a 
declared major In early 
childhood, _ 
_ or secondary 
education In sodal 
sdenc:es to qualify, 
along with a minimum 
GPA of 3.3 and a 
minimum SAT score of 
950. Applications are 
~ In the 0MsI0n 
of SocIal Sdena!s and 
education oIIIce, Room 
164 In the Academic II . 
.... 11 •• Network 
Atx •• Upgraded 
The wireless network 
has -. upgraded ID 
support user Iogons. 
51udents win neecilD 
use their usemame and 
password to logon to 
the networI<, not Banner 
Web. COI1tadthe 
student help desk at 
helpdesk@gc.peachnet. 
edu with any questions 
regarding the upgrade. 
u.s. CongiBI ......... 
Isa-' eom.toGC 
U.S. Rep. Johnny 
lsaksoo (R-Ga.) was at 
Gainesville College on 
Friday, March 19 to 
speak ID students and 
faculty in the C.E. 
Auditorium, 
Coogressman lsaksoo 
was a leader In the 
State Legislature, 
chairman of the Georgia 
State Board of 
Education, He was 
elected to Congress in 
1988. The event was 
sponsored by the 
Politically Incorrect 
Oub. 
Activity Hour Will Not Change 
By Mldlele Hestet" 
Editor-in-Chief 
ahes2131@gc.peachnet.edu 
Students and faculty at 
Gainesville College stood up to 
protest a proposed change in the 
activity hour and the 
administration listened. 
Throughout Janu3.ry. GC 
administrators debated whether 
the activity ho ur should be 
changed to a different time. 
[nslead. it will remain at noon-
I : 15 p.m. on Mondays. 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Uotil200I, GC had Roactivity 
hour set aside for students to 
participate in various clubs and 
organizations. 
The current activity hour was 
designed to gcl more student 
involvement in campus events 
and make them feel morc 
important to the college. 
According to Tom Walter, GC's 
vice president of student affairs. 
"Students are more likely to stay 
al Gainesville College if they are 
involved on campus." 
The proposed change in the 
activity hour was brought before 
OC's executive council due to the 
"outstanding enrollment numb-
ers at Gainesville College," said 
Stoy. 
"We are IiteraJly running out 
of space to hold classes." 
Stoy claimed the change 
would provide an extra hour of 
class time, opening additional 
time slots for morning classes. 
On Jan. 16, Stoy and Walter 
met with 17 concerned students 
representing c lubs and o rg-
anizations across the campus and 
club advisors to di sc uss the 
possibility of moving the current 
activity hour to 1-2 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Tina Worthington, represent-
ing Second Wind and Future 
Health Professionals, spoke out 
in opposition of the change. 
1li.is will not at aU benefit the 
c lubs which are vita l at a 
commuter school," she said. 
Politically Incorrect Clu b 
advisor Douglas Young attended 
the discussion and said he 
wished an estimate could have 
been made on how many 
additional classes the proposed 
activity hour change would 
bring. 
But neither Stoy nor Walter 
could approximate the fi gure. 
Stoy said the majority of 
students at GC try to register for 
classes that start before I p.m. 
and the change could free up 
more time forearlj er classes. 
Worthington s uggested 
adding more Friday afternoon 
and Saturday c lasses as an 
alternative. 
C urrentl y, no c la sses are 
scheduled after 3 p.m. Friday and 
very few are on Saturdays. 
Stoy said the administration 
has looked into that possibility. 
"Either way, the decision is 
going to be a compromise." 
Stoy said that that will keep the 
activity hour in its current fonnat 
for "at least the ne)tt year." 
Compass Wins 16 State Awards 
From staff reports 
The Compass 
compass@gc.peachnet.edu 
Gainesville College's student 
newspaper, The Compass, 
brought home 16 awards at the 
2003 Georgia Coll ege Press 
Association Better Newspaper 
Contest, which was held at the 
GCPA's annual convention Feb. 
7 in Macon. 
The newspaper won six first-
place awards in the two-year 
college division, including Best 
Editorial and General Adve ... ising 
Excellence. Copy editor Jacob 
Pomrenke reeled in two individual 
honors, Best Sports Story and 
Best Campus Comm unit y 
Service-Spons, for his story on 
the history o f intercolleg iate 
athletics at Gc. 
The Compass sis" brought home 16 awards (rom the Georg/a Press Association Better Newspaper 
Contest on Feb. 7. Pictured are (front left) Matt Henderson, Haather Daniels, Michele Hester, April 
Landry, Blake Allen, Jesse Turcotte, (back) Jack Howfand, Blake Duncan, Jacob Pomrenke, John 
Furst, Jeremy Kuter and Robbie Hamrick.. Staff members Kelly Hester. Jenn James, Mary Reddy, 
Jessica Bougher, Kanesha Bailey, Rita Salas and advisor Dan Cabaniss are not pictured. 
Fonnereditor-in-chiefHeather 
Hodges won Best Investigative 
News Story and Jason Rowers 
won Best Review for his October 
chief Michele Hester. " We're 
column on the fall movie releases. 
very proud of everyone on our 
Photograph , respectively. The 
Compass also won second place 
for Best Campus Community 
Service in the News and Features 
divisions. 
Campus Community Service-
Editorial Excellence: Layout and 
Design Excellence; General 
Photography Excellence; Best 
News Photograph (Jason 
Flowe rs): an d Bes t Co lum n 
(Frank Reddy). 
The Compass was runner-up 
among two-year schools behind 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College for General Excellence. 
"It's an honor to be recognized 
among our peers," said editor-in-
s taff for their hard work and 
dedication." 
Hodges and Flowers garnered 
second-place awards for Best 
Feature Story and Best Sports 
gccompass.com 
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The Compass finished third in 
the following categories: Best 
Student Center Renovation Plans Being Made 
Continued from Page 1 
"It 's an important first step," Walter 
said. "We're hoping to get this on the 
slate budget for next year (2005-06) and 
go from there." 
The Georgia Department of 
Transportation plans to build a new 
access road 10 Interstate 985 that would 
move the main campus entrance from its 
current location at the intersection of 
Landrum Education Drive and Mathis 
Drive to a new spot at the back of the CE 
building. 
The renovated Student Center would 
serve as a "one-stop shop" for 
prospective and current students' needs. 
"Frankly, we admit, the (current) 
s lUdent center is a dated st ructure," 
Walter sa id . "This new plan will give 
students more of a sense of pride in the 
school, we hope . Gainesville College 
won't be a p lace that they come to just to 
take classes. They'll want to spend their 
lime here." 
Added Alicia Caudill , director of 
Student Activities: "One of the difficulties 
we face now is that students have to go 
all around campus if they need the 
admissions office, the testing center and 
a lot of other administrative functions. 
"We'd like everybody to have one 
place that they could find anything they 
need." 
GC students played a major role in what 
additions were included in the proposal. 
GC s tud. nts Rob Lince. Anthony Munroe, Stephanie Wallace, Heather Hall. Lauren 
Lippincott and Joey Stephenson enjoy an afternoon In the Student Center. GC 
officls/s submitted e proposal to expand the student center by 2006. 
During February, Student Activ~S 
representatives conducted online and in-
class surveys to get students ' input on 
what features they would like to see in the 
student center. 
They received about 200 responses that 
included such items as a larger cyber cafe, 
a reading room, hot food vending 
machines, more silting areas and an 
outdoor dining area. Students also asked 
for more workspace for clubs and student 
organizations, Caudill said. 
"We wanted to create smaller 
opportuni ties for people to gather 
together," she added. 
Michelle Lindsey, a Campus Activities 
Board leader, was one of two student 
members - Daniel Elzey was the other-of 
the proposal commiltee that mel to 
discuss possible changes to the student 
center. 
" I think the new student center is going 
to make a tremendous difference here." 
said Lindsey. who helped lobby for an 
infonnalion desk to be added to the plan. 
"For a school that's growing as much as 
ours, it's something that needs to be 
done." 
In addition to the surve y, Student 
Act ivi ties also co nducted two open 
forums, a noon session Feb. 25 and an 
evening sess ion March 2, to garner 
student feedback. 
"It's hard to conceptualize something 
so large, so new," Caudill said. "But we 
received a very positive response from 
all the students. It wasn't an issue that 
they won't all be here when the changes 
are done. The general feeling was that 
they hoped for (future) students to have 
the benefits that they don't have." 
Walter said that most of the funding 
for the student center renovations will 
come from a state fund that pays for such 
programs. 
The rest will have to be paid by the 
Gainesville College community over a 
period of several years. 
"About $5 million will come out of the 
state revenue funds ," he said. 
"We would probably implement a 
sepa rate student fee for the other $2 
million. That would only be on a temporary 
basis umil the project is finished." 
Politically Incorrect Club's Mock Vote Shows 
Conflicting Student and Faculty Political Views 
By lenn James 
Campus Ute Editor 
Jjam0804@gc.peachnet.edu 
On Feb. 25, the Gainesville College 
Politically Incorrect Club staged a mock 
vote of sorts. The resulls regarding the 
Democratic Presidential Primary and Flag 
Referendum were: more for a survey to 
determine the stances of people involved 
with the college. 
The ballot asked whether the 
respondents were students, staff or 
faculty. Voters were asked to vote for one 
of seven candida tes, as well as which 
state flag they would want to represent 
Georgia. 
Overall, there were 380 votes cast by 
students, who overwhelmingly choose 
current President George W. Bush with 246 
votes. Democratic frontrunner John Kerry 
received 79, John Edwards 24, Howard 
Dean 16, AI Sharpton 11 and Dennis 
Kucinich reeeived 2 votes. 
Ralph Nader, who joined the race in 
March as ''The Independent Citizen for 
President," received I vote. There was 
also I vote for the Libertarian party. 
Politically Incorrect club advisor 
Douglas Young noted that faculty 
members were "from the humanities and 
socia l sciences divisions" leaned 
significantly toward the len. Kerry and 
Edwards each reeeived II votes of the 31 
cast, with Bush receiving only 4. Three 
faculty members checked "none of the 
above" as their choice for pres ident. 
Wesley Clark and Dean each rece ived I 
vote. 
Twelve staff members participated in the 
vote, with Bush receiving 7 of the 12 votes 
cast. 
The flag referendum saw similar results. 
Almost 40 percent of students who voted 
chose the 1956 flag that contains the 
Confederate battle emblem. 
The blue state flag that flag from 2001-
2003 received i 18 votes, while the current 
gccompass.com 
flag, designed in May 2003, received 105 
votes. 
Two-thirds of the faculty who voted 
chose the 2003 flag . The 200 I flag 
rece ived 8 votes and the 1956 nag 
received 2. 
One facully member suggested "a 
live oak tree flag." 
Staff members chose the current flag 
over the two previous ed ilions. 
The Politically In cor rect Club 
g rat efully thanks everyone who 
participated in the elecljon. 
"Especially all the kind faculty who 
so generous ly handed out our ballots 
to their classes," sa id Young. 
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Eleanor Green 
Sloff writer Malt 
Henderson spo/re 
10 Associate 
Professor of 
Biology EleanD' 
Green aboul her 
memorable 
involvement in the 
Peace Corps and 
why she choose to 
shltiy science. 
GainesvjJ Ie College biology professor Elcanor Green traveled a 
long and winding path before beginning her term at GC. She 
recently sat down with Compass staff writer Man Henderson 
and discussed the events and interests that shaped her life and 
caree,. 
I know you went (0 the UoinnltyofVlralnia asaa 
undergraduale, iell me IlliHIt about yourcolle&e clperieaee? 
I had a lot of fun. Olle cfmy most memorable ex.periences was 
when I look part in a search and rescue group who searched 
forests for missing Alzheimer patients, survivors of downed 
aircraft, lost children, and other missing persons. This activiry 
allowed me to be in the outdoors and feel like I was making a 
difference in peoples' lives. 
Whae encouraged you 10 go Inio lcacbinl? 
My mother taught first grade when I was a child; she was 
ret ired by the time I was interested in teaching. bUll always 
enjoyed her stories aboul teaching. She really had an impact Oq 
me. In graduate school at UGA 1 served some as a leaching 
assistant and that furthered my interest in the field. 
Wbat brought you to Gaanesville Col~e? 
I was living in Athens and a friend of mine was a student here 
and really enjoyed it so when I found Oul there was an opening 
for a teaching position I applied for it and got tbe job. 
I know you were involved witb tbe Peace Corps after coUege, 
how Ioog were you involved and do you bave any partkularly 
memorable experience3? 
I went in right after I graduated from UVA and stayed for we ll 
over three years. It was definitely and eye opening experience. 
I worked mostly in Africa, specifica lly in Cameroon and 
Tanzania. It's really hard to encapsulate lhe whole experience, it 
was really interesting to see how people in olher counu-ies lived 
and it 's great to be able to say lhat I know a little bit about a 
culture complete ly different than my own. 
Now you're involved wilh the Students for Environmental 
Awareness (SEA) club berea. Ge, wbal kindsof.hln&Sdoes 
your organization do around campus? 
We recently took a canoe trip down the Chattahoochee River 
so that was exciting. As for our on campus activities, we 
recently planted a bunch of cypress trees behind the gym to 
reduce the erosion on a hill there. Our big fundraiser is selling 
seedlings to students on Eanh Day. 
Communication Classes 
Tour Public Relations Firm 
By Michele Hester 
Editor-In-Ollef 
ahes2131@gc.peachnet.edu 
Building re lationships was one topic discussed March 18 when students from Dan 
Cabaniss' Mass Communication class and Caitlin Wills-Toker's Business Communication 
c lass, took a tour of MS&L, one f)f Atlanta 's most prominent public relation firms. 
Public relations is one of the fastest growing fields for students wishing to study 
communic ation . 
Student s where 
given a short tour of 
the facility then 
spem over an hour 
in the agency's 
training room where 
they listened to 
agents in the field 
speak about 
different aspects of 
public relations. 
MS&L has been 
in the Atlanta area 
for over forty years 
and rep resents 
major companies as 
Coca-Cola, Phillips, 
Home Depot and 
Chevrolet to name a 
few. 
S tudents we re 
encouraged to ask 
SPEcw.ICOft'OPl' .. 
Communication students Heather Daniels, Ash/ee Davis, 
Blake Allen, Michele Hester, Richard Kodak, and Matt 
Henderson toured MS&L, a public relations firm in Atlanta. on 
March 18 with professors Caitlin Wifls- Toker and Dan Cabaniss. 
Marl< Summers. not pictured, also attended the trip. 
questions about the industry. Jennie McDonough, vice president of human resources 
responded to a question about what she looks for when she receives a resume from a 
potential intern. She told the group she looks for a variety of things, but lhe major attribute 
that will catch her attention is a college student that goes above and beyond during their 
college career. 
" If I get a reswne that shows me a student made a difference during col lege by donating 
time outside of class to addi tional activities, it te lls me they are hard workers and lhey want 
to succeed," she said. "I like to hear about what the students have done in lhe past, so I 
can judge how I think they will do in the future ." She also said she does not only look for 
students who majored in PRo 
Senior Account Executive Calhleen Miller is proof. Miller graduated from the Grady 
School of Journalism in print media at the University of Georgia and has spent the last ten 
years reporting for the At lanta Journal-Constitution, The Philadelphia Inquirer and the 
Wall Street Journal. She now leads a major department at MS&L. Miller said the most 
important aspect of searching for a job is to keep a network of contacts. 
Charity Kassa, an account executive, agrees, " I found this job through a contact, and I 
have even directed frie nds to jobs through contacts 1 have made in the fie ld." Kassa also 
emphasized joining organizations to increase the "network of your contacts." 
"It was a very informative trip," said journalism major Matt Henderson. "I learned a lot 
about the PR fie ld." 
MS&Loffers a sununer internship that pays S 10 an hour. Intems must be in their junior 
or senior year of college and musl go through a concentrated screening process. The 
MS&L internship search begins every November and ends in February of the following 
year. Once chosen, imems work 40 hours per week for three momhs during the swnmer. 
For information about MS&L, go to www.mslpr.com. 
gau,,-'''''" 
Students Compete for Cash and Prizes 
By Heather Daniels 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 
hdan6161@gc.peachnet,edu 
The people in the Student Center al 
noon on Feb. 16 were witnesses 10 the 
crazy antics of Preston Albert, the host of 
"The Real Deal Game Show." 
Cash and prizes were promised 10 every 
participant and we a ll know how bad 
coll ege students need money. Pri zes 
ranged anywhere from cash 10 a pack of 
toilet paper to an MP3 Player. The prizes 
weren't always easily won, though. 
JeMY Garrett, 18, an education major 
from Ca nton, was one of the many 
s tudent s among th e audience 10 be 
choscn. Garrett's task was to find a gum 
ball in a plate of whipped cream. Easy 
enough, you say? Not when the plate is 
sitting on the floor and all she can use is 
her mouth. Too make it even harder on her 
another audience member, Jon Johnson, 
20, a biology major from Buford, was 
instructed to s hake the plate whil e 
Garrett 's face was planted in the whipped 
cream. It was a messy task (the janitor was 
scrubbing the carpet after the show), but 
Gamet was able to get the gum ball. She 
then got to spin the cash wheel to find 
out how much money she won. T he 
money on the wheel ranged from $1 -
around $50. The wheel stopped on $35. 
Then Garrett had a choice, take the money 
or take what was ill the black box . She was 
offered $ 10 to take the surprise. She 
accepted and was the proud recipient of a 
box of Swiss Miss Hot Chocolate (and the 
$\O, ofcourse). 
Albert also gave audience members $1 
if they were the first to produce random 
items, like the first person to show him 
their car keys, etc. II was quite a s ight to 
see half a dozen people in the front row 
throw themselves across each other and 
the stage for a buck. 
Stephanie Ricketson was the show's 
last contestant. She was asked to put seven 
marshma llows in her mouth and say to the 
audience, "Okay, I'm fini shed." She then 
spun the wheel and also landed on $35. 
She also chose the SID, hut then had a 
choice between two boxes. She chose the 
second box and rece ived a portable CD 
player. Ricketson was then given another 
chance to spin the wheel which Albert had 
added a $50 and SI DO label. Unfortunately, 
it landed on $7, but she was again given 
the choice to pick the box . She did and to 
her great surprise she won an MP3 player. 
Ricketson said she never wins anything. 
KEllVHESTERI~SiaII 
Jenny G~rrett wanted to win bad enough that she covered her face in whip cream 
while trying to find a gumbalf hidden in a pie. Biology major Jon Johnson was 
instructed to shake the pie plate. For her efforts, Garrett received S10 and a box of 
hot chocolate. 
Contest Winners Campus Lawn Fire Still 
Under Investigation 
~~:~~~C~lau~d~i~a ~G!eorg::.  Bellebuono 
- Ange lina Bellebuono 
Heather Daniels 
wide literary eontcst. 
poems and abort stories for a 
Polloi CW'the Cbestatee Review. 
Formal Euays, Infonnal 
&om Ihe Cnodve Writing 
Saurel. 
INFORMAL ESSAY: 
1st place- William S. Burrows 
2nd place - Thomas Cunan 
3rdp .... -CarlyG. Tild •• 
FORMAL ESSAY: 
1st place - Kirstal McKenzie 
2nd place - Kirstal McKenzie 
3rd place - Josh Purcell 
By Blake Duncan 
News Editor 
Bdun5653@gc.peachnet.edu 
Gainesville College was once again vandalized, according to two eyewitnesses. 
Marian Darracott issued a press release Monday, Feb. 2 Slating that two white males had 
been spoiled setting leaves a name, sparking a grass and leaf fire that charred the lawn 
beside the library Sunday. 
The two suspects then ran from the scene, according to two eyewitness accounts. 
Hall County Fire Department units were dispatched and responded within minutes to 
extinguish the blaze. 
Gainesville College's on-duty Public Safety Officer, Buddy Waldrep, reported to the 
building and, using a broom, swept leaves away from the library building. 
The structure suffered no damage and no one was injured in the fire . 
GC reported the inc ident to the State Fire Marshal that is assigned to Hall County. 
The invesligation is being conducted by Lt. Byron Cash, who stated Ihat the department 
docs have a suspect in the case. 
"' I have an idea who one of them (the alleged perpetrators) is and we are currently 
hunting him down," Lt. Cash stated. 
"The suspect has a warrant out for his arrest in another county and we believe he may 
be hiding from that." 
gccompass.com 
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GC Hosts Science Competitions 
By Jessica Bougher 
Staff Writer 
abou9S74@gc.pcachnct.cdu 
Middle-school students from across North Georgia converged on the Ga inesvi lle College campus Feb. 
2 I to compete in the 20th Regional Science Olympiad. 
The events tested the students' knowledge of chemistry, physics, ecology, forestry and even astronomy. 
Whi le many events were held behind closed doors, events like the "Naked Egg Drop" "Storm the Casde" 
and "RoboBilliards" drew great crowds. 
"We try to make it interesting for the students," Dr. Tim Howe ll, GC coordinator for this year's event. 
The 15 student teams were competing for the opportunity to go on to state level competition and 
hopefully to nationals. Instructors from Gainesvi lle College and people from the Gainesville-Hall County 
communi ty served as judges for various competitions. 
March 6 was the second time this semester that a group of students took over the GC campus. Their 
objective this time was to win the Regional Socia l Studies Fair. The event was held in the gym. 
The evelll was sponsored by the Georgia Council on Social Studies and was judged by professional 
educators from local Colleges. Universities, Technical Schools and High Schools. 
Sixteen competitors from grades 5· 12 participated and moved on to the state Socia l Studies fair March 
20 at Clayton State College. Last year, there were 48 participants, with several later becoming state 
winners. 
Coordinator Dixie Walkins ofGainesvilte High School summed up the spirit of the event, "They are all 
winners for participating and some drive a nice dis tance to participate." 
The disciplines covered by projects in the competition are Anthropology, Economic, Geography, 
History, Political Science and Sociology/Psychology. "Each project is designed to show research about 
the study of people in relation to their physical and soc ial environment," said Watkins. 
gcxa', HIll'awn 
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Nesbitt Celebrates 
Charter Anniversary 
with Former Presidents 
Gainesville College President Martha Nesbitt. center. met 
with former school presidents Hugh Mifls, right and J. Foster 
Watkins, left, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the school's 
charler. GC opened its doors to 419 students in 1966. Today; 
enrollment tops 5,300 and is continuing to grow. The 
establishment of a second campus in Watkinsville is a 
testament to the institution's growth and success. 
2004 
Now's the Time to Apply for Summer Internships 
By Jessica Bougher 
Staff Writer 
abou9574@gc.peachnet.edu 
With sununer break just a few 
weeks away, now is the lime to 
sla rt looking for sum mer 
inlemship opportunities . Many 
students ask why they shou ld 
co nsider an internsh ip , and 
Becky Smi th offers three very 
good reasons. 
1. Leamjob skills 
l Build a resume 
3. An internship is "an 
eye opening experience to 
see if you rea lly want to 
work in that area," 
Smith went on to say thai 
traditional as we ll as non-
traditional college-age students 
are excellent candidates for 
internship positions. 
An internship provides an 
opponunity for unique hands on· 
learning. Businesses like having 
interns working for them because' 
they bring fresh ideas and 
learning into the work place. The 
interns fill a need within the 
business while gaining valuable 
real-life job experience. 
That real-life job experience 
translates to va luable skills and 
experience needed to build a 
resume. Many companies will 
look at a student who worked 
while going to school and sec a 
potential employee with a good 
work ethic and a desire to learn 
beyond the classroom. 
Internships often lead to fu ll-time 
positions upon graduation. 
Poss ibly the bes t reason to 
consider an internship is the 
once in a lifetime opportunity to 
see first hand if the dream career 
is a match made in heaven, or a 
nightmare lurking just beyond 
graduation. Internships ofTer the 
opportunity to try a job on for 
size and see if it is a good fit 
before the lifetime commitment is 
made. 
There are a few things a 
student should consider when 
applying for internship 
positions. Internships may be 
paid o r unpaid . There is no 
standard to wh ich an internship 
must confonn An example would 
be that a journalism internship 
with a newspaper would nonnally 
be a paid posit ion while a 
magazine internship seldo m 
offers financial compensation. 
Government internsh ips 
occasionally have a stipend or 
allowance attached, but recent 
budgetary issues mean that 
fewer otTer any type of financial 
compensation at all . 
A var iety of internship 
opportunities are avai lable to 
students every year. The key to 
finding them is being aware of 
possible placements and asking 
questions. Job fairs are an 
excellent place to make contacts 
and hand out resumes . 
Instructo rs and department 
heads at school are often aware 
of internship positions. A recent 
walk through the hallways at 
Gainesville College resulted in 
fi ve internship opportunities in 
locations such as Mt. Rushmore, 
Washington D.C., Yellowstone 
National Park and New Orleans. 
Internships here at home are 
jus t as plentiful and jus t as 
exciting. Law offices often have 
internship opportunities for 
Paralegal student Ihal can lead 
to full time employment upon 
graduation. A visit to the Career 
Counseling Office in the Student 
Activity Cen ter may provide 
va luable information to aid in 
finding internship opportunities. 
Below is a list of a few 
possible summer internships: 
The Institute on Philanthropy 
and Voluntary Service 
www.dcinternships.org 
The Time-Picayune New 
Orleans 
3800 Howard Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70125 
Mt. Rushmore 
www.xanterra.com 
Yellowstone National Park 
www.ypss.com 
Georgia Secretary of State 
Internships 
W<NW.georgiasecretaryofstate.org 
~~lJ~1 
CONNECTION 
® 
CHEESESTEAK 
"Heaven On A Roll" 
OAKWOOD 
3446 WINDER HWY. 
770-297-0085 
CHEESESTEAKS: Original' Mushroom· Cheesesteak Hoagie ' Pizzasteak' The Works 
SPECIALTY SANDWICHES: Meatball Parmesan· Cheese Chicken· Chicken Tenders 
HOAGIES: Italian' Chicken' Tuna' Turkey· Veggie 
SALADS: Garden' Veggie Delite • Tuna Salad· Turkey· Cheesesteak • Grilled Chicken 
... AND MORE: Onion Rings· French Fries' Potato Chips, Whole Pickles' Cheesesticks 
gtWi.,W,""ft 
AMENITIES 
• Private bedrooms with adjacent 
private bathrooms 
• Individual bedroom Jocks and keys avilllbilli
c 
• Washer and dryT_.er;;';;i£~~~ 
State-of-the-art CI 
• Resort-style pool 
stereo system 
• Great location near campus 
• Gameroom Including billiards 
room & foosball 
• Professional management 
• 24-hour emergency malntance 
• Individual lease by the bedroom 
• Brand new Whirlpool appliances including: 
frost-free refrigerator with Ice-maker. 
dishwasher. disposal and builHn microwave 
• Fitness center featuring cardlo equipment 
• Free matching service If you need a roommate 
• All utilities included except phone service 
~. 
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Bright Lights, B'ig City and GC's Art Club 
By Eva Griffin 
Staff Writer 
egrJ9423@gc.peachnet.edu 
To the anticipation of many GC 
An Club members, the annual trip 
to New York City was March 18-
20. The stayed downtown at the 
Hyatt and vis ited several area 
museums. Highlights of the tr ip 
included excursions to two very 
d iffere nt but equally fasci nating 
muse ums, the Met ropo li tan 
Museum of Art and, fo r the first 
time ever, the Whi tney Museum 
of American Art. 
Founded in 1870, the "Met" is 
one o f the world's largest 3rt 
museums. It is home to more than 
two mi lli on wor ks of a rt, 
spanning 5,000 years of human 
hi story. Jus t a few of its 
collections include the famed 
Unicorn Tapestries, costumes 
such as an evening gown by 
Christian Dier, and a life-size 
recons truction of an ancient 
Egypt ian chapel. Ano ther 
interesting feature o f the Met is 
During the Artclub's annual trip to New York City on March 18, the club toured many musems such 
as the famed Whitney Museum of Art and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Here four members of the 
club are surrounded by statues at the Rodin exhibit at the Brooklyn Museum. 
a huge, indoo r antebell um 
mansion. 
The Whitney was founded in 
193 1 by Gertrude Vanderbilt 
Whi t ney, an he iress a nd 
sculptor. She was a patron of 
the arts and supported some 
o f the twen tiet h ce ntury's 
most fa mous a rt ists, such as 
Ed ward Hopper a nd Georg ia 
O ' Keefe. The Whi tney has 
fo ll owed in he r foo tste ps, 
featuring unconventional-
and often controvers ial -
wo rks by lesser kn own 
American Arti sts. This year 's 
Biennial , a huge exhibitio n 
which occurs once every two 
years, is s ure to be no 
exceplion. 
"The Whitney Biennial has 
mixed media exhibits, usua lly 
really out there. They push the 
limit," said sophomore Micki 
Davis. 
The art club visited several 
o the r venues as wel l. T he 
Kitchen is a very avant-garde 
ins ti tution thai focuses on 
often bizarre and intriguing 
performance art. Described as 
"Brooklyn 's version of the 
Me tro politan" by the New 
Yo rk Ti mes, the Brooklyn 
Museum of Art is the second-
largest museum in the country. 
Students also visited the Prall 
Inst itute , a postseconda ry 
school in New York with a 
substa ntial art and design 
department. 
GC Student Speaks About Life in Iran 
By Michele Hester 
Editor-in-Chief 
ahes2131@gc.peachnet.edu 
Each semester the Po lit ically Incorrect Club at 
Gainesville College promotes projects to raise awareness 
of numerous soc ial and political issues that affect GC 
students. On March I , the club continued to increase 
consciousness at GC by hosting guest speaker Dena 
Davani, an Iranian immigrant who escaped with her family 
in 2001 and found freedo m in the United States with the 
help of the United Slates government. 
"My family received political and re ligious refuge," 
said Davani, 19, who is now a b iomedical engineering 
student at Gc. 
In Iran, Davani's fa ther was a Christian, while her 
mother was a practicing Muslim. To be able to marry, 
her father had to convert to Islam but afterwards wanted 
10 convert back to his Christian roolS. "It 's not illegal 10 
be a Christian in Iran," sajd Davani. "But it is illega l for 
a Muslim to convert to Christianity." To keep from being 
arrested and eventually sentenced to death, the elder 
Davani fl ed Iran through Turkey and sought asylum with 
the United States government. It took two years before 
the family could join him in the U.S. 
"It is so much better here," she said. " In Iran, women 
have no rights at all." 
She spoke about the harsh d ictatorship that governs 
Iran and requires women to cover themselves after middle 
schoo!. Davani loves it here in the U.S. but would like to 
go back to Iran one day. When and if she does, ''The 
hijad [veil] will go back on," she said. 
All of Davani 's paternal re lati ves are in the U.S. , but 
her mother 's family is still in Iran. "My mother misses 
them all very much and is planning to take a trip this 
sununer to see them," Davani said . She will be traveling 
under her ma iden name since her husband is still an 
Iranian fugitive. 
"I feel so lucky that I came here," Davani said. ''There 
are so many more opportunities in the United Sates." 
After graduating high school in Iran, "Getting into the 
university is the greatest thing, but it 's not about how 
smart you are," Davani said . 
"My brother failed the test three times, and he was so 
smart," she said. The Iranian government administers 
severe tests to university applicants to screen the way 
the person has adhered to the government and its policies. 
Any minor indiscretion would reduce the chances of 
being accepted into the university. 
Davani is very happy to be living in a country that is 
so open to education. She plans to one day pursue a 
career in dentistry, a profession most women in Iran likely 
would never consider. 
gccompass.com 
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Gainesville College student Dena Davanl spoke to the 
Politically Incorrect Club on March 1 about how much 
better the living conditions are in the United States. 
Davani's family fled from Iran in 2001 seeking freedom 
in the U.S. 
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Swim Meet Brings Contenders of All Ages 
By Jesse Turcotte 
Staff Writer 
iturIOSO@gc.peachnet.edu 
The competition was wei and healed at 
the bi-annual swim meet on Feb. 25 in the 
Gainesville College fitness center. The 
wintry weather rolling in that night didn't 
stop 23 swimmers and a small army of 
spectators and volunteers from attending lIle 
event. 
'This is the best turnout we've ever had," 
said Li sa Watson, fitness inst ructor and 
founde r of GC's swim meet. The attendance 
represenlS an increase of almosl300 percent 
from the event in 1999, when there were only 
six swimmers. 
Theswimmen ranged in 181061, including 
Dr. Beata Hebda, GC mathematics instructor, 
laking home three blue ribbons for her age 
group. Hebda volunteered in the swim meet 
last fall and promised herself to compete this 
time. 
" 1 swam as a child, as a small child, you 
know, competitively," Hebda commented, her 
hair still dripping after winning the 25-yard 
freestyle swim, which is one pool length 
using any competit ive stroke. 
Marcus Stowers, who took home five blue 
ribbons, and Nikala Vizzan, who won four 
blue ribbon s , a lso have co mpetiti ve 
backgrounds in a program called United 
Slates Swimming (USS). Stowers and Vizzan 
were the only swimmers in the lOO-yard 1M 
(Individual Medley) event, which is four 
heats (a heat is one pool length) using four 
different strokes: butterfly. back, breast, and 
freesty le. 
Most of the other swimmers braved the 
rough waters despite having little or no 
experience swimming competitively. Ribbons 
were provided for all of the ftrsl through sixth 
place winners, and every swimmer received 
a T-shirt for participating. A full list of the 
swim meers blue ribbon winners is presented 
below. Congratulations to all our swimmers. 
and thanks to all ihe volunteers who helped 
to keep tirWe and log the results. 
Individual winners 
WOMEN 
Nikala Vizzan (W16-24): 2Syd free, 2Syd 
breast, 25yd fly, t OOyd 1M 
Casey Wood(Wla-24): 50ydfree, 10Dyd 
free, SOyd back 
Marissa Cook (W16-24) : 200yd free, 
SOyd breast 
Miranda Anderson (W1S·24): 2Syd back 
Tricia Wilson (W2S-29): 2Syd free, SOyd 
free, 2Syd back 
eeata Hebda (W40-44): 2Syd free , 25yd 
back, 2Syd breast 
MEN 
Justin Hearon (M1S-24): 2S-yd free 
Ma=s Sf"""" (Ml 8-24):50-yd free , 100-
yd free, 50-yd back, SO-yd breast , 100· 
yd lM 
David Parks (M1S-24): 200yd free, 2Syd 
breast 
Jeff Holloway(M18-24) : 2S-yd fly 
Cesar Gutie"ez(M2S-29) : 2S·yd free, 2S-
yd breast, SO-yd breast 
Hyung Ar (M25-29): 50-yd free, 25-yd 
back 
Z Zimler(M40-44): 2S·yd free, SO-yd free, 
200yd free , 25-yd breast 
David Pari< (M40-44): 1 OO-yd free, 50-yd 
breast 
David Wilshin (MBO-S2): 2S-yd free , 2S-
yd breast , SO-yd breast, 2S·yd fly 
RELAYS 
100-yd Medley Relay. MirandaAnderson, 
Marcus Stowers, Nikala Vizzan, Casey 
Wood 
100·yd Free Relay. Sandy Petrut , Catie 
Beaulieu, Marissa Cook, David Parks 
KEUVHESTER I ~SlafI 
Nlbls Vlzzsn won four blue ribbons during the swim meet on Feb. 25. 
She Is one of only two swimmers who competed in the tOO-yard individual 
medley event, which uses four different strokes: butterfly, breast, back and 
freestyle. 
P.E. Facility Hours 
Gym 
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Judah Wins 9-ball Pool Tournament 
By Michele Hester 
Editor-in-Chief 
ahes2131@gc.peachnet.edu 
Maybe it was skill, or possibly it was 
the will of a higher power. Either way, 
Gainesville College student Barclay Judah, 
who plans to attend seminary school one 
day, took home a $30 grand prize after 
defeating James C ulpepper in the 
championship matc h of GC's singl e-
elimination 9-balltournament held on Feb. 
II in the game room. 
Prior to the tournament, all 17 
participants agreed to play by official 9-
ball rules, with one exception. Due to a 
problem that occurred during a Fall 2003 
tournament, players could not "push" the 
cue ball to keep an opponent from having 
a shot. 
"An hour is really not enough time to 
playa pool tournament, "said Col lier Cato, 
a GC religion major who also runs the game 
room for Student Activities. 
"But we arc also here to go to schoo i, 
so we try to not take up too much time," 
he said. "Normally, we would playa 
doub le-eliminatio n game, but time 
constrainlS keep us from doing so." 
At the beginning of the tournament, GC 
students Lee Ewing and Tam Cao, both 
regulars in the game room, were expected 
to make it to the finals, but each were 
eliminated early in the rounds. Cao bas 
won two previous GC pool tournaments. 
During the semi-rmals. Charles Sullivan 
scratched on the 8-ballleaving Judah with 
ball-in-hand on the 9-ball, meaning he 
could place the cue ball anywhere on the 
table. 
Brandon Twell, an engineering major 
who plans to attend Georgia Tech in the 
Fa ll because "t hey have lOIS of pool 
tables there". ;kissed ' the cue ball off the 
six making the 9-ball fall and sending Twell 
to the finals . along with Judah, Culpepper 
and Justin Hurst. 
Nursi ng s lUdenl Apri l David, who 
oversaw the tournament, said she had 
"never seen him [Hurst) play so well." BUI 
Hurst was quickly defea ted by Judah. 
In the meantime Culpepper left Twell 
with a few shots, but Culpepper came 
through in the end. 
The competition for third-place 
between Twell and Hurst was dominated 
byTwell, who won S 10 for his effort. 
During the last few minutes of the 
championship match, the game room 
grew quite . Many who had bee n 
defeated had already left for their next 
class. Judah thought it was all over 
when he went for the 7-9 combination 
and missed, but Culpepper made the 
costly mistake of scratching on the 8-
ball, leaving Judah once again with ball-
in-hand on the 9. Culpepper received 
$20 for his runner-up finish . 
There are more game room events 
scheduled over the next few weeks. An 
8-ball tournament was March 3, and a 
singles ping-pong tOUnlament is set for 
March 24. Then on April 5 Dr. Cue, a 
billiards expe rt and mot ivational 
speaker, will be demonstrating trick 
shots. 
Cato hopes these activit ies will draw 
a larger crowd to the game room. "We'd 
like to see a more diverse group using 
the game room," he said. 
David sa id she has "been hanging 
ou t in the game room since las t 
semester" when she had a five hour 
break between classes. 
R098E IWtoIRICK I~ $qoII 
Barclay Judah takes the winning 
shot against James Culpepper in 
the 9-ball tournament held Feb.I'. 
"I had never touched a pool table or a 
ping-pong ball be fore," she sa id. "Now 
I' m pretty good at ping-pong." 
Students Turn Out for Intramural Flag Football 
A GC student quarterback IS about to be 
tackled while playmg flag foolball on Feb. 
16. 
By lenn lames 
Campus Ufe Editor 
jjam0840@gc.peachnet.edu 
Feb. 16 was a cold day to be outs ide playing Flag 
Football, but that is exactly what some members of the GC 
lntramurals Club were doing. Only two of the scheduled 
four teams played that day, but they had a great time in the 
round robin competition. MVP was unable to play due to 
a lack of the two required girls per team, and Not Fit 4 TV 
forfeited the ir chance by simply not showing up. T O played 
against Hairy Oawgs and lost . Other teams include the 
Raiders, Jets, Team Ballz, Kings, and the Gainesville Survivors. 
The GC Intramurals Flag Football is cO-fCcreational and plays 
Mondays. Wednesdays, and Fridays from around one to two in 
the afternoon, depending on the players' class schedules. All 
registered students, faculty, and stafTare e ligible to play so long 
as they have signed the liabili ty waiver. Registra tion IS o n-line. 
All equipment, including nag belts, football s and referees are 
provided. For more information, including niles. player lists, and 
scoring deta il s, go to the GC websi te, unde r Clu bs a nd 
Organizations. 
For more information about GC 
intramural sports, go to the the 
intramurals website at http:// 
www.gc.peachnet.edu/pe/intramurals . . 
gccompass.com 
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Ce{e6rating 
Martha Nesbitt 
Gainesville College President 
There was never a question growing up that Martha Nesbitt would go to college. The question was whether she would 
be a teacher, nurse or secretary. '\. 
"Early on I aspired to be a teacher," she said . Nesbitt entered Duke University with the idea of becoming a high 
school math teacher, but like many other students, after a bad experience with college level math, changed her major to 
political science. During her senior year, she decided to stay on and get her masters. 
Her first teaching experience was in an Atlanta public high school. "It was a good experience," she said, but the 
amount of discipline needed in public school and a move to Indiana led Nesbitt to her first part time teaching job at a 
universi ty. 
A few years later Nesbitt moved to the Atlanta area, started working toward her PhD at Georgia State University and 
found her first fu ll time teaching job at Dekalb Community College. She was so excited. " I remember thinking, I am 
now a college teacher," she said. 
She was eventually promoted to Vice President of Academic Affa irs and was happy in that position. "Within five 
years I knew I wanted to be president," said Nesbitt. 
When then president Foster Watkins announced that he planned to retire, a presidential selection committee chaired 
by Caywood Chapman formed and Nesbitt was one of 16 who were invited to interview. A fter a few more interviews, 
Nesbit! had connected with the search committee and was named President of Gaincsville Collegc. She is thc first 
female to hold this position. " I was on pins and needles when I received the ca ll from the chancellor," she said. "When 
I became the president, I felt like I had just been awarded an Emmy." 
During the seven years Nesbitt has been at GC, the college has experienced many changes. A two-story science and 
Women 
technology building was completed in 2000. In May 2001 Gainesvil!e College became the first two-year institution in the University System to have funded an 
Eminent Scholar Endowcd Chair when Jim Lorence, Eminent Scholar of History joined the facult y. 
The Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools awarded GC the unusually high number of five commendations. Last semester 
GC receivcd a Best Practices award by the University System in regards to preparing students for the Regents Test, and the new Oconee campus has increased 
enrollment by almost 30 percent. 
Nesbitt said she is very proud of all that GC has accomplished, but she is the most proud that GC " is the only institution in the University System that is completely 
tobacco-free." As far as plans for the future, Nesbitt said she would like forGC "to grow a little more modestly so we can keep up better. We will be seeking a change 
of status, but our overall focus is to remain the premier two-year college." 
- By Michele Hesler 
Andre Cheek 
Director of Minority Affairs and 
Multi-Cultural Programs 
Andre Cheek is in her fifth semester at Gainesville 
College, and her mission statement is simple: to keep 
our campus culturally educated. She is the Director for 
M inority Affairs and Mu lti-Cultural Programs in the 
Student Activities building. Among her many duties. 
Cheek is the advisor for the Black Student Association 
and the chair to the Special Recognitions Committee. 
In the weeks before each Fall or Spring semester, Cheek 
hand signs over six hundred letters to welcome new 
students and to keep them informed of upcoming events 
within her department. During the school months her 
task is to teach leadership skills that minori ty students 
might not have gained in high school. and to ensure that 
the students are on track. 
The Minority Affairs and Multi-Cultural Programs 
Department organize many recreational activities for students including basketball competitions, a 
Chili Cook-offin October and Community Outreach. During Community Outreach, the department 
travels to different communities within Hall County to invite prospective students to Gainesville 
College. . 
Every year the Black Student Association raises funds for their annual retreat. In her fi rst year 
with the program (2002) the BSA went on three day camping hike which Cheek remembers as " An 
enlightening experience for us all. .. we got really dirty". Last year the students took a cruise to the 
Bahamas. - By Jeremy Kuter 
Lillian Welch has bee 
she was a student here bru 
she joined GC on a pan.~ 
the opportunity to teach I 
She emphasizes being 
walks of life. Welcb's pat 
instructor is the fact that st 
s haring her knowledge 
other people. Welch holds three memories that she keeps especially 
has spent at GC. 
First, she was homecoming queen while she was a student at GC. 
fi rst dates that her and her husband had been on prior to getting man 
Second. in the year 2000, she was awarded the Alumnus Award, 
Frances Meadows (who was once a teacher at Gainesville College, t 
Third, she was elected Outstanding Faculty Member in the spri 
many other faculty members, among whom Christy Yeager is a mem 
Purdy, who a lso taught at GC but died in a car accident. Welch said tJ 
'" consider Gainesville College my home away from home," she sai, 
Concerning her future goals, Welch plans to stay at GC for as lon~ 
teaching here until I retire." - By Jack Howland 
of 
IUIn Purdy 
>rofessor of English 
The morning of Oct. 22, 1996 will remain 
n the memories of many people at 
iJainesville College for the rest of their lives. 
!>n this day. beloved mother, friend and GC 
mglish Professor Ann Purdy died suddenly 
10 the way to school in 3n auto accident. 
Longtime friend and colleague Sallie 
J)uhling reca lled, "Whenever she taught 
"estern Literature, the class overflowed." 
)uhling sa id, "Ann could get away with 
hings with students that others could not. 
r; ainesvi{{e Co {{ege 
Frances Meadows 
Assistant Director of 
Financial Aid 
One of Hall County's most influential 
female leaders got her start at Gainesville 
College. 
fstudents were not in her c lass, Ann would go up to the Student Center, and i f she saw 
hem up there, she would say, "You 're supposed to be in my class. GCI to class, right 
low!" 
The late Frances Meadows, who became 
the first African-American woman e lected 
to the county commission in 1992, was also 
the fi rst minority employed by GC. After 
bei ng hired in 1969 fo llowing her 
graduation, she developed the school's first 
automated data-processing system for 
grades and registration. Later, she became 
GC's first Minority Student Recruiter, 
where she mentored many subsequent 
"She could get away with it because students knew thai she cared about them, and 
lIat basically she was doing it for their own good," said Duhling. 
I Duhling and Purdy were friends for over twenty years. '" do not want to sound 
i smai or anything," Duhling said, "but the thing about Ann that inspires me the most 
I that she is no longer here. Her untimely death is a constant reminder ... (especially 
ince I pass the place where she dicd about twice a day) ... that life is brief and that one 
lUst make the mOSI of Ihal time he or she has." 
enrollees before serving as the Assistant Director of Financ ial Aid. 
In 1991 Meadows received GC's Eleanor Crawford Outstanding Staff 
Member Award; she won the Drum Major of the Year Award, a local civil 
right honor, tbe following year. The Gainesville native retired from her post 
in 1999. 
But Meadows' contributions to GC palc in comparison to her influential 
leadership in the community. 
Carol Howard was also a close fri end to Purdy. "Ann was so much fun! It didn 't 
latter if we were sitting on the steps outside of Acad. II j ust talking or taking a trip to 
ix Flags with the international students. There are so many stories about Ann, and 
ley are a ll wonderful," she said. 
Elected as the District 4 Commissioner in 1992, Meadows played an 
instrumental role in bringing the 1996 Olympic rowing and canoelkayak evenlS 
to Lake Lanier aDd helped Gainesville and Hall County fo rge a water 
agreement the next year. She served as Vice·Chairofthe County Commission 
in 1999 and was the senior member of the board when she died from leukemia-
related complications at the age of 59. 
Jani ce Nylander, Humaniti es depanment secre tary, keeps a framed photo, 
isplaying the spirited Purdy with her bold, contagious smile. 
"Ann was a kind and compassionate friend," said Tom Saure!. On April 2, The Office of Minority Affairs in support of National Women's 
History Month will present the 3rd Annual Women Leaders of Hall County 
Luncheon in memory of Frances Meadows. - By Jacob Pomrenice 
Judy Forbes smiled warmly and nodded wistfull y, remembering Ann. ' 'Those who 
) ve he r, st i ll re ca ll t he di s tinc t tap. ta p, la p of Ann ' s hi gh· heels, 
lythmically echoing, joy in motion, in the halls of Academic 11." ·By Mary Reddy 
Diane carpenter 
Coordinator of Advising Center and Director of Disability Services 
:ociated with Gainesville College since 
r the fall of 1967. In the spring of 1977 
• basis teaching job. Sbe then accepted 
-time here in the fall of 1989. 
Uthy and staying active throughout all 
Jlar inspirations for becoming a fitness 
as always loved being active and enjoys 
lr nutrition and being active with 
6C to her heart concerning the time she 
at certain homecoming was one of the 
1. 
llich she shared with a woman named 
passed away two years ago). 
of 2003 . She shares this award with 
r. The award is named in honor of Ann 
she enjoys very much teaching at GC. 
I she can. She said she wants "to enjoy 
Diane Carpenter was a wonderful asset to Gainesville College li fe. From Jan. 3, 
1989 up until her death on July 16, 200 I, Carpenter developed many close relationships 
while making a large impact on the campus. Carpenter had been diagnosed with lung 
cancer, but she did not allow her illness to affect her duties. Co.-worker Becky Smith 
said, "When it came down to choosing between her health and helping a Gainesville 
College student, she would be here." 
Carpenter was a non-traditional student here at GC. During her time as a student 
here, she was elected to Who's Who in American Junior Colleges and graduated with 
an Associated Degree in Business Administration. At North Georgia College she was 
inducted into the honors society of Phi Kappa Phi. She graduated from Brenau 
University with a Master's degree in Business Administration. While earning these 
degrees, Carpenter had unconditional support from ber late busband, Dr. Arthur 
Carpenter. 
Not quite out of school yet, Carpenter began working at GC and an administrative 
assistant, beld many positions over the years and became the head of the advising 
center. 
In 2000, Carpenter won the Eleanor Crawford Award as an outstanding faculty 
member. She also served the Gainesville College Women's Organization and serving 
as Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President and President over the years. 
Both faculty and students alike dearly miss Diane Carpenter. Sarah Booker, another 
• \ 
• 
• 
• 
• 
co·worker and close friend of Carpenter 's said that, "Diane was a great friend . She was a wonderful "tudent, a faithfu l 
Gainesville College employee, and she will be greatly missed. But we have many fond memories of her." • By Jenn James 
Capricorn: 
New 2004 Resolution: Don't leave wrappers at the scene 
of a stake out. 
Aquarius: 
2004: Let go of your luxurious past and get back to 
stirring cabbage slew for your ten toothless rug rats. 
Pisces: 
2004: Must leach your dozen cats to usc the toilet. 
Litter box is running over. 
Aries: 
2004 : Plan the perfect double murder 10 knock-off your 
in-laws. 
Taurus: 
2004: Must quit smoking to increase longevity oeliCe 
and the chance to see aliens and robots fight for control 
of human slaves. 
Gemi"i: 
2004: Quit beal ing your children, stan beating the 
clock. 
T-Shirts 
Crystals 
Incense 
We Interrupt your monthly horoscopes to bring 
you • new "ten months to 00" resolution. 
Brought to you beuu.a you hwe '-lied to work 
out more .nd ut heIIlthy. Now you must obey 
me for the remIIlnint t.n months. Now we return 
you Net to your regu~rty scheduled droning. 
MC Jackets 
Body Jewelry 
Jewelry 
Cancer: 
2004: Must stop lying about New Year's 
resolutions but continue lying in general. 
Leos: 
2004: Quit using foU) language to yourself and 
begin doing it toward other people very, very 
loudly. 
Virgo: 
2004: Must realize and accept you were raised on 
an Amish Farm far, far away from Compton. 
Libras: 
2004: Must stop being too sexy and try to wear 
hair in bun. 
Scorpio, 
2004: Bury rreasureand make a map made of fruit 
roll ups and licorice. Hide map for others to find 
or when you are starving . 
Saggitaril/s: 
2004: Stop eating meal and begin eating rocks 
with small plastic forks . 
Indian Crafts 
Oriental Arts 
Wind Chimes 
MYSTICS 
Gift Shop 
New Location: 4315 Mundy Mill Road, Suite B3, Oakwood 
770-531-7766 
675 Buford Drive, Suite 16, Lawrenceville 
770-962-7894 
Collectibles 
Smoking Accessories 
Martial Arts Supplies 
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Regents Test Mon., March 22 2:30 p.m. and ? p.m. 
CE/PA Building 
Regents Test Tues. , March 23 2:30 p.m. 
CE/PA Building 
Singles Ping-Pong Toumament Wed., March 24 Noon-I : 15 p.m. 
Student Center Game Room 
Careers in Business Wed., March 31 Noon -I p.m., and 5-6 p.m. 
Career Center in Counseling and Testing Center. Student Center 
April 
Qi Gong for Positive Mental Health Thurs., April I 
Noon - I p.m., and 5-6 p.m. 
Lanier C. Student Center 
Producing a "Great" Resume Tues., April 6 
Noon - I p.m., and 5-6p.m. 
Career Center in Counseling and Testing Center, Student Center 
Students from the Bleck Students Association pose for the 
camera with Director of Minority Affairs Andre Cheek after a 
Step Dance Show in February. The group has been together 
for over a year. They formed last FeblUary to honor Black 
• 
, 
Second Wmd Club Meeting 
Wed., April? Noon 
Lower Faculty Dining Room, Student Center 
Spring Fling 
Wed., Apri l ? 
TIme and Location TBA 
Interview Skills 
Thurs., April S 
Noon - I p.m., and 5-6 p.m. 
March 24. 2004 
Career Center in Counseling and Testing Center, Student Center 
Understanding Your Dreams Workshop 
Mon. , April 12 Noon and 5 p.m. 
Career Center in Counseling and Testing Center, Student Center 
Spring Semester Job Fair 
Tues., April 13 10 a.m. - I p.m. 
Student Center 
Honors Day 
Wed., April 14 
Noon 
Gym 
Stress Breakers 
Mon., April 19 Noon and 5 p.m. 
Student Center 
Seeond Wind Oub Meeting 
Wed., April 21 Noon 
Lower Faculty Dining Room, Student Center 
12 @ 12 Horseback Riding 
Fri. , April 23 Noon 
Lake Lanier 
Classes End 
Wed., April 28 
Don't Forget 50 First Dates 
50 First Dales is by fa r one of Adam 
Sandler 's funniest movies. The movie is 
also good 10 see on a date (a first date 
perhaps?). Of course, Adam Sand ler has 
to insert so me of his crude s lapstick 
humor into the movie, but 50 First Dates 
has a greal storyline as well. Adam Sandler 
plays HenryRolh who is a Hawaiian local 
(yes, one more movie set in Hawaii) who 
likes 10 go out with beautiful vacationing 
women for the duration of their stay in 
Hawaii and them dump them the day 
before they have to depan back to their 
home lands. Henry is also a res iding 
veterinarian at the local aquarium. Ht 
dreams to o ne day sail off to Alaska in his 
homemade boal to study walruses while 
they live underwater. While a1 a diner one 
day, Henry meets a channing girl by the name 
of Lucy (played by Drew Barrymore). They 
DREWBARRYMotIE 
hit it off. And they agree to meet the next day, at the same piace, at the same time. 
Well, the next day rolls around and Henry approaches Lucy (who is wearing the 
same exact clothes as the day before) at a booth, but Lucy does not recognize 
him. She j ust tells him to go away, that she has no recollection of ever meeting 
him. This perplexes Henry, but he is soon informed by the owner of the diner mat 
Lucy was in a car accident a little more than a year before and she suffered 
damage to her brain. She is afflicted with short tenn memory loss. She can remember 
everything up to the day of the accident, but after that she can' t remember 
anything else. She is living the same day over and over again. Finally, Henry 
convinces Lucy to have breakfast with him, which she does. But then Henry is 
forbidden , by Lucy's father, to see Lucy in the diner anymore. So Henry devises 
ways in which he can see Lucy outside of the diner (one occurrence that involves 
Henry's friend Ula. played by Rob Snyder. getting the crap beaten out of him by 
Lucy with a baseball bat). And then one day Lucy finds out that she has brain 
damage. After finally accepting her fate. Lucy trusts Henry enough to go out 
with him. And every day Henry gets Lucy to fall in love with him all over again. 
Lucy eventually comes to the conclusion that she does not want to put Henry 
through this anymore, so she decides to break up with him. So Henry heads to 
Alaska, but he turns his boat around because he cannot stand the thought of 
being away from Lucy and he asks her to marry him. The last scene leaves the 
viewer feeling impressed and inspired by what Henry has done to get Lucy to 
Jack Howland is a twenty-year~old Journalism Major who is 
attending Gainesville College for his second year. He hopes to 
transfer to the University a/Georgia and earn a degree in 
Journalism. He also hopes 10 write for an outdoor magazine. or 
catalogue when he graduates. 
Dixon Drive is Revved Up 
~ Daniels} Compass Starr 
L.., fotfJht: &xJ~ Rwse/ Rftd. Mlci.dII. MichHI Sm.U!, 
""' ..... 
A new band tha t just s ta rled 
performing last year. Dixon Drive 
has what it takes to make it to the 
top. They have great chemistry 
together on and off stage and they 
love what they do, not to mention 
they have incredible talent. 
Dixon Drive is comprised offour 
guys, all who contribute quite a bit 
to the band. Michael Smith is the 
lea d si nger. pla ys guitar and 
harmonica, Russel Reed plays lead 
guitar. Bud Harris plays bass and 
Carl Smith is the drummer. They 
each give and sacrifice to make 
things work. Michael feels that the 
reason Dixon Drive is going to make 
it is because of what they do for 
the band. "I can come to the band 
with a song that has cords, a mel'Jdy and lyrics, but by the end of the night it wi ll 
have transfonned into a great work because of what these guys do," he says. 
They were all part of different bands, but each fell apart or dissolved and they 
eventually came together. Though Dixon Drive has been together for a few years, 
they didn' t start performing live for the public until January oflast year. After 
goofing off and just having fun, the members of Dixon Drive decided to buckle 
down and get serious. Their first show was at Buffalo 's in Oakwood, but they 
have s ince played at Sports Time, Monkey Barre ll and DT's in Athens. 
Dixon Drive is a hard rock group, but they have more to give to the community 
man just screaming and noise. They want people to be touched by their music 
when they hear it and go away with a wonderful experience. They all feel that if 
the audience went away each night feeling the samc way the band members fe lt, 
they 'd be the biggest music group to ever come out of Georgia. It could happen. 
Each member of Dixon Drive has his own musical influences, ranging from The 
Rolling Stones, Tool, The Doors and the Deftones to U2, Jimi Hendrix, Led 
Zeppelin and yes, even Enya. Bud says that he loves music that is aggressive 
and beautiful at the same time and everybody realizes it. Carl likes bands that are 
socially aware and speak to people through their words and music . 
I' ve never talked to a more devoted group of guys than these fou r are towards 
their goals and beliefs, the music they love and the people they are playing for. 
They a ll have their own opinions and suggestions, but like Russell says, what 
dysfunctional family doesn' t. Their next show is scheduled fo r M!lrch 27 at The 
Monkey Barrel in Gainesville. Everybody is encouraged to come out and take a 
look and listen at this great new band. 
Heather Daniels has been a student at Gainesville College longer 
than she cares to admit. She has been working with The Compass/or 
the pasl two years and loves every minute of it. She is an English 
Major and will be graduating in the summer. Her life long dream and 
goal is to be a/amous author offiction. 
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Uncovering Da Vinci's Code 
hThe Da Vinci Code" has been raking in millions since 
its release in 2003. 11'5 beenOD the best seller's list from 
the beginning and it looks like it will be there for a while. 
The "Da Vinci Code" by Dan Brown is probably one 
of the best mysteries I have read in over a year. I love 
mysteries and books that take the reader to a sliITerent 
place. This book does exactly that. 
Brown takes us through a maddening murder mystery 
that happens in The Louvre, the most well known 
museum in Paris, France. The prime suspect and also 
probably the only person who can solve the murder of 
the curator of the musewn, Jacques Sauniere, is Robert 
_.bn.am Langdon, professor of Religious Symbology at Harvard 
University. Langdon finds himself teamed up with Sauniere's niece, Sophie Neveu, 
an agent and cryptographer for the police department in Paris. They race throughout 
the entirety of Paris trying to stay one step ahead of the police who are chasing 
them, interpol and the murderer himself to unlock all the mysteries surrounding the 
curator's murder. Langdon and Neveu figure out clue after clue using cryptography, 
symbology and sometimes just plain COmmon sense. Once the reader thinks they've 
figured it out another wrench is thrown and they're back at the beginning. 
This novel is filled with historical facts about Leonardo Da Vinci, the Louvre, 
Paris, the Catholic Church and a European secret soc iety called The PrioryofSion. 
Many of these facts are common knowledge, others are not. How many people, 
before reading this story, knew that Da Vinci was a homosexual, o r that it's been 
debated for years that the model for the Mona Lisa painting was very possibly a 
male? 
There are mixed emotions on how true all the history in ''The Da Vinci Code" really 
is. I personally didn' t care. This book is a work offiction, people need to remember 
that. Though, in my opinion, I do believe that Brown took a lot of time to research 
this book and make sure the facts were right. It wouldn 't be on the best seller's lisl 
still ifit didn't have at least most of the facts right. Crilics would have tom it apart 
before it was even published. 
People that I have talked to about ' 'The Da Vinci Code" say that they couldn' t put 
it down once they started reading it. The book was that good. I can honestly say 
that I was able to put it down a time or two. So it didn't keep my attention hooked 
from beginning to end. However, I do reconunend this book to anyone who's looking 
for a good fict ion or mystery to read. Other books by Dan BroWn are "Angels & 
Demons" which also stars Robert Langdon and is the prequel to '1'he Da Vinci 
Code," "Decept ion Point," and "Digital Fortress." 
Heather Daniels has been a student at Gainesville College longer than she 
cares to admjt. She has been working wjth The Compass for the past two years 
and loves every minute of;t. She is an English major and will be graduating in 
the summer. Her life long dream and goal is to be a famous author of fiction . 
A Midterm Game Addiction 
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If you were one of the seven unlucky people to 
buy Civi/iz(1tion: Play the World then I feel surry 
for you and your family because you are a loser. 
And you'll always be a lose r, so go back to 
.Loserville, you loser! 
If you bought the newest expansion Civilization 
III: Conquest, however, then I conunend you, goOO 
sir. This expansion is everything the first one 
should've been. It even has the multiplayer pre· 
packed with it. This expansion does to this game 
what the expansion to Diablo II did: it makes a 
great game almost perfect. Diablo became 
perfect ... and a whole year of my life in hours was 
_ .dd.cgm spent playing it. Finally after medical rehabilitation, 
I was able to put that game down. Anyway, C:C has a similar grasp on my li fe 
right now, but the slower game play allows me to do homework between turns, 
and after a thousand turns of the game (you can adjust the number oftums in the 
expansion from the standard 540 up to 1000), I' ll put it down until next semester, 
hopefully. 
Civilization: Conquest has the same graphics and audio as the original. The 
improvements are in the new fifteen civi lizations, and other game play aspects. 
More g9vemments, wonders, units, scenarios, a great map editor, and more 
customizable options when starting the games make each random map more 
enjoyable. 
Some bugs still exist though, but nothing major enough to hamper game play, 
more just aesthetic hindrances. Some of the new wonders don' t show up on the 
overhead view of your city. I s~rch frantically to find my Temple of Zeus. After 
crying I came to the conclusion someone built it outside of town. 
Also, the civlopedia was expanded in Conquest to accommodate the new 
items. The Civlopedia is a wonderful thing; it gives historical accounts of every 
unit, building, wonder, and government in the game. I' d rather read through that 
10 study for a history exam than some of the overly expensive textbooks here at 
college. 
I haven't played the online part of this game, but the taste of Play the World is 
still sour in my mouth so I'm afraid to. If you just stick to the main game, 
downloading maps from fan sites, it'll be more than enough fun to keep you 
occupied and away from online play. 
Graphics: 5 Sound:? Originality: 6 Gamep lay: ? Overall: 8 
john Furst has been playing video games since before he could even tie his 
shoes. While getting into anime at the age of nine. john later dicovered 
roleplaying to coincide with his already geeley lifestyle. John is current president 
of the Anime Club here at Gainesville. He has a major in Computer Science and 
Journalism . 
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GTA's Dracula Captures 
Approval of Audiences 
Professor Van He/sing (Chris Kayser) repels the newfy made 
vampire, Lucy (Kristina Sutton) with 8 Holy Cross in GTA~ 
performance of "Dracula. ~ 
By Heather Oanlels 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 
hdan6161(Dgc.peachnet.edu 
The Ga inesville Theatre 
Alliance 's second main Siage 
performance, "Dracula" was a 
spine-lingling success. 
Once again the GTA pulled 
off an exce ptional 
performance. The vampires 
were believable, as was the 
blood and the death scenes. 
Well . they were as real as 
could be expected in a 
fant8sy land . Audien ce 
members couldn' l keep the ir 
eyes off the stage during the 
enlire show. 
One of the most memorable 
and chill ing sce nes wa s 
during the first Act when Dr. 
Seward was watching after 
Lucy on her sick bed. Seward fell 
asleep and Dracula called to his 
newest " famil y member." Lucy 
rose from the bed, and as the 
haunting music played in the 
background, she plunged off the 
slage to her death. 
Though the whole of the sht'lw 
was suspenseful and thrill ing. 
there were a few tense-breaking 
moment s when the audi ence 
laughed . The mos t amu s ing 
character, the one that the entire 
audience loved throughout the 
show, was crazy Mr. Renfie ld, 
played by Eddie Rector. Rector 
did a marvelous job portraying 
Renfield, a patient at the Bedlam 
Insane Asylum, and Dracula's 
most faithful followe r. Rector 
kept the audience very much 
entertained with his anecdo tes, 
quips a nd j us t plain a nd 
simple, his behavior. 
Michael McCracken made 
the role o f Dracula his own. He 
was intriguing, mysterious and 
romant ic in hi s portrayal. 
Thou gh McCracke n will 
always be remembered for his 
comical roles, no one will ever 
forget his astounding role as 
Dracula. Jim Hammond, the 
director of GTA and "Dracula" 
was right, sometimes the actors 
known prima ril y fo r thei r 
comica l talent can cross over 
and be a part of me dark side. 
T he e ntire cast was we ll 
chosen for this show, from the 
vixens and the Bedlamites to 
the main characters. They were 
a ll so very real. C handra 
Owe nby portrayed Mina . 
Vinnie Farrell played Jonathon 
Harker. Kristina Sulton played 
the role of Lucy exceedingly 
we ll. C liff Sm ith was Dr. 
Seward. Gordon Lawson was 
Wilkin s , th e unfo rtun a te 
Asylum employee later ki lled 
by Re nfie ld . And we ca n ' t 
forget the wonderful actor out 
o f Atlanta, Chris Kayser, who 
portrayed Prof. Van Helsing. 
A huge round of applause 
a lso goes out to Boone 
Hopkins, who was in charge 
of the lights and kept the mood 
suspenseful; and also to Stu~rt 
Beeman for his wonderful set 
design; Gay Hammond for her 
excepti onally writl e n 
adaptation and the beautiful 
period costumes; and to Chris 
Moore for his amazing effects 
with surround sound . 
A lot of hard work was put 
into "Dracula" and it paid off. 
The GTA's fU"St step away from 
their usual shows, was a good 
one. 
The Gainesville Thea tre 
Alliance 's "Dracula" captured 
the audience with such fervor 
that it will be a show none will 
soon- forget. 
GTA Has Potentia 
By_De ...... 
Arts &. EntertaInment EdItor 
hdan6161 0 gc.peacf1neledu 
Tbe Gainesville ThcaIre Alliance closes their 25th season with 
'"Comic Potential." 
Directed by Ricbard Gamer, Georgia Shakespeare Festival's 
Producing Artistic Director, Xomic Potential" is a futuristic 
satire on love. A screenwriter falls in love with his leading lady, 
who isD', exactly human. sbo's • robot. The show is supposed 
to be bysterIcaI wilb nonstop !au&l"", 
Jilnllammond, the directorofOTAaays, "'ComlePotential' is 
• bilarious social satire Ihat cloverly questions what it means to 
be alRyaD Gerard plays lb. washed up sereenwriler/movlo 
director and KristiDa SUItoD plays tho "actoid" IhaI be IiIUa in 
love with. Other notable members oCthe cast are Cliff Smith, 
Amanda RDweIl,Jack Hulsey, Siobbao CoUinsandAM Demling. 
There will be a Stage Tour on March 30 at 6 p.m. Cor anyone 
interested in bow a show like "Comic Potentia'" operates. 
''Comic Potenlial" runsApri113-2S at Gainesville College's Ed 
Cabell Theaue in the Conlinuing Education building. Tickets 
are: Adults $16, Seniors $14, Non-GC students $8 and GC 
studenlS $4. Perfonnance Times are Tuesday-Saturday 7:30 p.m. 
and Sundays 2:30 p.m. Tbere will be a preview perfonnance on 
Sunday, April II 8t6 p.m .. general admission $8. 
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Student Voices Affect GC Policy 
Congratulations to all the Gainesville College students and facully who spoke out against the proposal 
to change GC's activity hour. You voiced your opinions on Ihis issue and the administration at GC 
listened. 
It is not often in II college selting tha t administrators will take the, lime to hear what students have to 
say, but our adminiSirators not only took the time, they actually listened to and cared about how we feci 
on the subject Dean Michael Slay and Vice President of Student Development Tom Waller set aside 
lime from their busy schedules to meet with many students and faculty members who were upset al the 
idea to change the activity hour. 
Representatives from almost every club and organizalion on campus met with Stoy and Walter and 
expressed views discouraging the change. Students argued that extra--cunicular activities arc vita l 
component .. required in obtaining a true college experience; in some cases, even more important than 
class time. Stoy agreed but suggested that GC is running out of room for c lasses and needed to do 
something to acconunodate the large numbers of students who continue to apply to GC. 
Suggestions for more Friday and weekend classes were introduced, as well as the ~ddition of more 
online courses. Stoy and Walter announced that every possibi li ty would be thoroughly considered 
before a decision is made. . 
After numerous conunittee meetings, the announcement was fina lly made. The Gainesvi lle College 
activity hour would remain unchanged. The Compass feels that the same decision might not have been 
made if students had not expressed an outpouring of concern about the issue. 
The students involved in c lubs and organizations at GC are involved because they choose to be. 
Clubs and organizations on a college campus are in many cases the only means for students to meet 
other students with similar interests. These organizations give students a sense ofbeJonging. 
When that meaningful sense is threatened, students must stand up for what they want and need. That 
is exactly what the students who met with Stoy and Walter did: They stood up for a cause and the resu lt 
was a positive one. Everyone on this campus could learn a lesson from students who stood up for what 
they believed in. As former President John F. Kennedy once said. "One person can make a difference ... 
and every person must try." 
Safety on Campus Still Remains a 
Concern for Many Students at GC 
Throughout the month of March, the Compass has received numerous emails and messages from 
Ga inesville College students who are concerned with their safety on our campus. 
John Ash emailed us on March 3 asking if someone from the Compass would do an investigative 
repon that would explain why the lights on the lower parking lot next to the tennis courts did not light 
up at night. The investigation is underway. 
On March 18, a female student sent an email to say she is scared to wa lk to her ca r at night because of 
the insufficient amount of lighting in any GC parking 101. She said that she even went as far as contacting 
Jerry Spiceland, head of plant operations at the college. 
Spiceland said that over the years, he has received "very few complaints" concerning the lighting in 
the parking lots. He said that if evening students should take conunon-sense safety precaulions (such 
as not cutting through comers and walking on the sidewalks) in order to feel secure on campus. 
Spiceland added that campus security is always available for anyone that does not fee l safe. 
If not a safety hazard, the 'dim parking lot lights have been a nuisance for years. Cars have been 
burglarized and vandalized; even a stolen automobi le was recovered on this campus recently. Wi thin 
the last few weeks, a fire was started on the lawn grass next to the library. These incidents may not have 
harmed anyone at GC, but they certainly could contTibute to an insecllTC feeling among the student 
body. 
Oakwood is not the same town it was when this school started in 1966. Our GCconununity is growing 
larger every semester. In order for GC to keep up with this growth, it's time for Spiceland and Marion 
Darracott, director of public safety, 10 get more help on the security front. There is only so much they 
can do to ensure our safety. A more visible security presence, as well as more visible lights in the parking 
lOIS, would go a long way toward regaining the trust of students when it comes to their safety. 
gccompass.com 
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Writers Wanted ••• 
The Compass 
welcomes articles, 
letters and opinions 
from faculty, staff 
and students. All 
submissions will be 
printed on a timely 
and space-available 
basis. Submissions 
should be in Word 
format and delivered 
to the Compass office 
on ftoppy disk or 
emailed to 
ahes2131@gc.peachnet.edu. 
Any piece not meet-
ing these criteria wi ll 
not be considered by 
the Editorial Board of 
the Compass to be 
valid and will not be 
printed. 
Mars Mission --
Mistake 
In case you haven' , heard, George W. Bush has 
proposed a I billion dollar boost to NASA's budget over 
the next five years in order to!!!!.! a program thai would 
place a permanent base 00 the moon and eventually land 
a man on Mars. Analysts predict that in order to 
complete this mission of interplanetary exploration that 
hundreds of billions of dollars would have to be spent. 
This recent decision comes as one more ideal that the 
currenl president has borrowed from his falher, who had 
a similar space exploration plan in 1989. Luckily George 
Sr. 's plan never left the launch pad as Congress turned it 
down after learning thai it came with a $400 hillion dollar 
price tag. 
The decision to traveilo Mars is nothing but a political 
ginunick during election time to uphold U.S, supremacy 
and begin another cash consuming space race. I don't 
foresee a future where we inhabit barren, lifeless terrain 
with conditions not suitable for us. I really feel that it is 
not in America 's best interest to invest enormous sums 
of money to inhabit a small portion of the moon when the 
money could be better spent making the earth more 
habitable for future generations. 
I believe I have an explanation for Bush 's spending 
plan for space. He is a Republican through and through: 
born with a silver spoon in his mouth, a person who has 
gotten to where he is through special privilege, who has 
forgotten how he achieved his status, and bases his 
policies on how exceptional he is. Wake up! The deficit is 
increasing, the economy is in the toilet, there are no jobs, 
the war effort is draining money by the day, and more 
than one billion people around the world are 
malnourished and starving. Why then are we even 
entertaining the thought of spending ridiculous funds to 
play Johnny Space Cadet and ignoring the problems we 
face here and now. 
I have heard that America will lead the way and that we 
need to do this for the future. How can we worry about 
the future when the present state of our planet is in 
jeopardy. Everyone is so encompassed by the idea that 
we might find little green men that they are blind to the 
price tag that comes with such an expenditure. I urge all 
of you to oppose such unnecessary spending and vote 
someone into office who can save this countries financial 
situation. As Pink Moon once said "You can take a road 
that takes you to the stars, I'll take the road that will see 
me through." 
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Letter to the Editor 
Be Aware of Safety Laws 
A recent article in our school newspaper, The 
Compass, as well as some media coverage by one of 
our Atlanta television stations highlighting the 
dangers of crosswalks and drawing attention to the 
rights and responsibilities of both drivers and 
pedestrians, prompts me to address the concerns that 
many of our students, faculty and administralions 
have exrpressed about the crosswalks on our campus. 
The area of most concern seems to be the crosswalks 
across Landnun Educational Drive. Many have voiced 
their concerns about cars and speeding through the 
c rosswalks (the posted speed limit on Landrum 
Educational Drive is 25 m.p.h) and about cars failing 
to stop for those who are crossing the street. 
First, I believe it is important to point out that a 
majority of those driving on Landrum Educational 
Drive at the peak hours for classes are our students 
and students from Lanier Tech. Gainesville College 
Public Safety personnel have been assigned by the 
college administration and authorized by a Hall County 
ordinance passed in 1994 to direct traffic and assist 
pedestrians as they allempt to cross Landrum 
Educationa l Drive during the peak times when 
pedestrian traffic is the greatest and have done so for 
the past several years. These officers are posted at 
the two (and often, three) positions used most by 
pedestrians several times each business day. 
Some of the observations made by these officers 
and myself include seeing students talking on cell 
phones as they cross the street and often failing to 
even look in both directions before entering the street. 
Some students continue to cross the street diagonally 
rather than c rossing in the marked crosswalks or 
walking directly across the street as state law requires . 
Some drivers, when cautioned about driving through 
the crosswalks, acknowledge that they weren' t paying 
sufficient attention to the road or to the people trying 
to cross the street. Many have stated that they did 
not know that state law requires drivers 10 stop for 
pedestrians in crosswalks. And again, many of these 
drivers were talking on cell phones when they failed 
10 stop for pedestrians in the crosswalks. 
I believe that it is important to emphasize that the 
responsibilities for safely crossing the street at any 
location on our campus by both the driver and the 
pedestrian. 
Pedestrians do not have the right to dart out in front 
of traffic. Pedestrians must exercise caution and due 
care before enlering the street by looking both ways 
and giving drivers ample lime to notice them and 10 
come to a complete stop. Statistics have shown that 
a human being struck by a car moving at20 mp.h has 
about an 80% chance of survival; however, the 
percentage rate fo r survival after be ing struck 
by a vehicle moving 40 m.p.h decreases to about 
40'/. 
Drivers of motor vehicles are required by state 
law to stop for all pedestrians who have entered 
into a marked crosswalk on that side of the street 
on which the vehicle is be ing driven. This law 
does not mean that the driver must only slow 
down. It means that the vehicle must come to a 
complete stop. When a motor vehicle comes to 
a complete stop the weight of the vehicle shins 
from the front of the vehicle to the rear with a 
significant degree of movement dependent upon 
the speed at which the vehicle was traveling. 
The same law that requires a complete stop at 
all stop signs also applies to crosswalks. 
The most often-used excuse heard by the 
officers working these crossings each day are 
( I) I am late for a class and (2) I just wasn't 
paying attention. Both of these excuses have 
remedies - (I) leave sooner and drive slower (2) 
delay using the cell phone, playing loud mus ic 
on your car radio so that you can concentrate 
on your driving responsibilities. 
More importantly. extend the same kindness 
to those who are trying to cross the street in 
front of your vehicle that you would expect if it 
were you instead of them. Next time it may be! 
Report violators to the GC Office of Public 
Safet y and get a tag number and physica l 
description of any vehicle that fail s to obey the 
law or the physical description and location of 
any person who fails to follow the guidelines 
imposed upon pedestrians by state law. 
Violations by non-college persons or vehicles 
will be reported immediate ly to the law 
enforcement agency having proper jurisdiction 
and violators who are members of the campus 
community will be reported to the proper 
admini strati ve office for advisement or 
disciplinary action. 
It is imperative for us as individuals and as 
members of our campus conununity to take it 
upon ourselves to be aware of our surroundings 
and to take every step humanlypossibJe to avoid 
injury to another person(s) and to obey all state 
laws that have been enac ted for that very 
reason. 
Marion J. Darracott 
GC Diredor ofPublk Safety 
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GC's Cyber Culture Gets Mixed Reviews 
I Would Like to Use the Cyber Cafe. Too 
Think back to your childhood when your mother 
used to tell you that "spending too much time 
staring at a computer screen or a TV would affect 
your vision." 
Well, we obviously have some vision-impaired students at Gainesville College. 
"Obsessive Garners" is the term I choose to use to describe them. They are the people 
who are glued 10 the computer screen and don ' , seem to budge from the time I get 
here at 7:30 in the morning until I leave at 5 in the afternoon. I see the same people in 
there playing Counter Strike day after day. 
Don 't get me wrong; I believe that everyone needs a break from studying every 
once in a while, but when do they ever go to class? I think they should put cots in the 
Cyber Cafe and sleep there. 
• Seriously, though, I realize that the Cyber Cafe is the only place on campus where 
you can play games and chat, but sometimes I need to check something online or look 
up something for one of my classes in a hurry. Often, the computers in tJ:le ACIT 
Center are taken and I can 't do what I need to do. 
Also, every time I walk by the Cyber Cafe, there is yelling and screaming going on. 
It 's worse than children fighting over the slide on the playground . I feel sorry for the 
Compass staff, who probably can' t even concentrate on writing papers and editing 
because all they hear is "Kill him," "You shot him in the head" and other crazy 
conunenrs. I mean, the poor newspaper sta tThas to cram into a very small piece ofa 
room with no air-conditioning, while the garners have a huge space to play their 
violent, distasteful games. 
I personally think Ihal the Cyber Cafe should be made into the Compass office. 
There are a lot of people who are on the newspaper staff and space is needed for 
editing, proofreading, sorting, fo lding and so on. 
Maybe the two spaces should be switched, since less space is needed to play a 
garne than to put a newspaper together. 
A second alternative would be to monitor the time each person spends in the Cyber 
Ca fe. That way, the people who need to use the computers for educational purposes 
can do so. Each and every one of us contribute to the payment of the computers in 
the Cyber Cafe as part o f our Student Activities fee. I don' t want to have to pay for 
something that I can't even use. 
I feel that if the garners spent as much time studying and in class as they do 
p laying games, they would be a lot better off. Gainesvi lle College is a learning 
institution, not Electronics Boutique or Game Spot. 
THE COMPASS is lool<ing for 
dedicated editors and writers 
for the fall semester. 
Must be able to meet deadlines. 
Scholarships are available. 
E-mail compass@gc.peachnet. 
edu for more information. 
Th~ Horde of Gainesville College 
In a game known as Warcraft, there is a 
specific race of inhuman beings with green 
skin, an a lmost unintelligible language and 
loads of attitude. They are known as Orcs, and 
the common reference towards their society as 
a whole of ''The Horde." The Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary defines 
the word "horde" as a people o r tribe of nomadic life, or a teeming crowd or 
throng. 
Gainesville College has it 's very own horde, a loosely-connected band of 
peop le who have managed to dominate several areas of the campus with 
impunity. Yet just as the Orcs in WaTCroft continue to argue and fight amongst 
themselves over incredibly petty differences so too does GC's horse, which is 
why they have no real organization that can be recognizcd by the Student 
Body. such as BSU has. These individuals are garners -- young men and women 
who spend nearly all of their free time in front of a computer playing, as their 
name implies, games. They fi ll their hours with first-person shooters such as 
Counter Strike and Half-Life, real time strategy games such as Warcraft and 
Battle Realms; just recently, a Role-Playing Game has been added to the already 
vast list of entertainments. 
The base of operations apparent for Gainesville College's ganlers is the Cyber 
Cafe, which serves as a re lay point o f sorts for them. Here they install and play 
their games, share ideas and opinions with one another and download amusing 
items off the Internet to show anyone who's interested. Sometimes a garner will 
discover a particularly amusing video or animation, which when shown to his 
fe llows raises his standing by some small measure. Of course, there is no real 
power structure within the society of the gamers; that would denote that they 
actually cared about such things as social power structures. 
The main way to gain respect in the world of the garners is through the 
ancient art of one-upsmanship. If you' re fa ster, smarter and just p lain better 
than somebody else, you' ll do just fine. If that fai ls, there is a second means of 
gaining recognitio.n amongst their number: find another way to cure the ever-
present threat of boredom that looms forever just above them. One gamer did 
just that when he began an actual game of Dungeons and Dragons in the Cyber 
Cafe, and the result was that for the next few days, many of his fellow garners 
thronged towards him as a tribe of pygmies chasing after its next meal. From the 
reactions of the Dungeon Master- to-be, it was apparent he had not been 
expecting the overwhelming response his actions had brought about. 
Ifeven this fails, there is alwa'ys the last resort of bribing your way into their 
collective. This is usually accomplished through the gifts of soda, junk food 
and offering to give them a ride someplace (this, however, will nol work if you 
insist that they pay you gas money in return.)Agamer's diet consists of whatever 
edible material can be attained cbeaply, ifnot freely, at that current time. To their 
credit, there have yet to be reports of their stooping to the level of theft. 
The Empire of Gainesville College Garners stretches from its core at the Cyber 
Cafe to outposts in the ACIT Center and ends just short of the Science Building 
next to Lanier Technical Institute. The reason for this is that the garners are 
social creatures at heart, and would suffoca te from lack of social atmosphere if 
placed within Lanier Tech. Fortunately. no gamers were hurt in that experiment. 
When dealing face-to-face with most garners it is usually best if you keep 
your most treasured opinions to yourself, as they will drag them through tile 
mud if given the chance. Always remember that to most garners your opinions 
do not matter! Many gamers have managed to break this stereotype but, sadly, 
not enough to lift the stigma of arrogance and self-importance that many label 
them with. 
This truly is unfortunate, as there are many who would make excellent friends 
and companions; and though they can be initially unsociable it is possible to 
reach the point of being able to refer to such people as 'extended family.' 
gccompass.com 
Non-Traditional in a 
Traditional World 
Oconee Opinion 
1 decided to start college al the age 
0(27. J wanted more OUI oflife, I wamed 
a job I wouldn'l hate in 20 years or 
five years or a month. 
I slarted college for many reasons, not only fo r better pay, but also for better 
peace of mind, to show myself I could do it, and to provide a beneT life for my 
.daughter, Ens. 
People choose to start, or go back to school later on in life for many reasons. 
The tfend is growi ng and Gainesville College seems to be a place where 
nontraditional students a fC happy to call home. 
A few of the things I first noticed about Gainesville Co llege were the small 
class sizes and the diversity in age; there were students in my classes older 
than me! When I recently asked a couple of nontraditional students about their 
motives for attending Gainesville, they said the main reason was the class size. 
Going back to school can be very overwhelming, smaller classes help cushion 
the blow. 
There are challenges nontraditionalists face, j uggling school with jobs, kids, 
husbands or wives. I ta lked with two women in my pol itica l science class Who 
both have children. " It 's difficult to do homework" says Janet McNulty, a 
general srud ies major " I make flash cards and bring them everywhere with me." 
Anto inette McKinney an education major agrees with Mcnulty sayi ng, "it's 
hard, I put my kids 10 bed early and study all the time." 
For any college student, regard less of age , you must have the will and 
determination to succeed. For nontraditional students it means jumping through 
a few more hoops. 
Being o lder can mean being more focused, .. I ' m grateful for being older and 
back in school," says Mark Somers, a business major, " I have more discipline, 
with more disc ipline I'm able to do what 1 have to do instead of what 1 wanl to 
do." 
On the Oakwood Campus there is a thriving club dedicated to the support of 
nontraditional srudents called Second Wind. As of yet, there is no t an Oconee 
Ca mpus chapter. 
If anyone would like 10 help fonn a chapter on the· Oconee campus, contact 
Brenda Adams at badams@gc.peacbnet.edu. 
The good thing about Gainesville College is that you know you 're not doing 
it alone; there is support on all levels, from the administration down to the 
stude nt s. 
It's nice to see older people pursuing a higher education. It gives me the 
courage to move forwa rd, and not g ive up. 
. 
Student Opinion Poll: 
What are your feelings 
toward the addition of 
Friday classes? 
Ben McLarn 
Spanish Education major 
"U's a great thing. 
It shows growth in the college." 
BinaAli 
Psychology major 
"I don't like having school on 
Friday. I am not taking any. I 
now only have Tuesday and 
Thursday classes." 
Melissa Smitb 
Undecided 
"I don't like Friday classes. 
1 think Friday is a good 
opportunity to catch up on 
work, personal time and to 
have a part-time job." 
The Oconee Compass staff is looking for dedicated student writers. 
Meetings are at noon Wednesdays. 
Contact for more: ....... 
gau,,-''"'' 
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Need Help Choosing Your Classes? 
Preregistration is March 29 • April 1 
By Justin Wilson 
Staff Writer 
jwiIJ098@gc.peachnet.edu 
Advising week at the Gainesville College Oconee Campus will be March 29-April I. Michelle 
Brown, Director of Enrollment and Student Development said .. this week will be very important for 
students who need (0 find out what classes they need for summer and fall pre-registration:' 
Each day from noon until 2 p.m. students can drop by room 5 121522 in the Student Resource 
Center to see advisors from the different majors/disciplines. On Wednesday, March 3 1 from 5-7 
p.m. there will be a time available for students who can only come to school at night. 
All students who come to advising week must bring a copy of their lranquid. ''This will help 
advisors quickly discern what courses a student has already taken and o utline what courses a 
student needs to take in the future terms" Brown said. 
After advising week, students should be prepared for pre-registration which begins on April 5. 
Pre-registration is for students who want to be enrolled at Gainesvi lle College during the upcoming 
summer and faU terms. 
Brown said "with the high number of new applicants to Gaincsvi lleCollcge it is important for all 
currentl y enrolled students to pre-register to assure the best selection of courses" and that 
"currently enrolled students are invited to pre-register based o n number of total ho urs one has 
complcted." 
Each student is sent a blue card to tbe address listed in BANNER thai outlines the day that one 
is first eligible to pre-register. During this time, students will be eligible to pre-register for both 
summer and falltenns. 
Students can check oul summer course offcrings online al the Oconee Campus by accessing the 
"Schedu le" icon at tbe GC webpage at www.gc.pcachnet.edu. 
UGA Professor Speaks 
to Oconee Students 
8ArTNEY COMPTONICampuaSlo" 
Dr. Charles S. Bullock III, a professor of political science at 
the University of Georgia, spoke recently to a group of 
students at the Oconee campus of Gainesville College. 
Interested in writing, 
editing, layout or 
photography? Oconee 
Compass wants to ex-
pand and needs your 
help! Contact Elizabeth 
Fields at efie4340@ 
gc.peachnet.edu. 
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Penny Mills: A New Voice For Oconee 
Dr. PenllY Mills, currently the Associate Vice President/or Academic Affairs alld the 
Director ojSpecial Affairs at the Oakwood campus, recently took 0 11 anew /ilil timejob 
as the Oeo/lee campus Chief Academic Officer. In an interview wilh Oconee editor 
Elizabeth Field~, Mills discussed her new position alld her plans/or the Ocbnee campus. 
What will your responsibilities be as the Chief Academic Officer? 
The major responsibilit ies will be, planning and operation of academic programs, 
curriculum development, coordination of course scheduling, the academic advising 
program and coordination of registration. 
What do you see as the challenges you will face , in creating an Oconee campus 
community? 
On top of my agenda is to get more full time faculty. We have several searches going on 
fo r faculty and hopefulJy they'll be on board with us in the fall. The second priority for 
me is to build and enhance our advising program. 
What motivated you to take this position? 
I see it as a challenge and also an opportunity to see the campus community grow and 
flouri sh. 
How will the students be affected by your new position? 
I've taught in a college sett ing fo r twenty years, so I hope that experience will allow me 
to work closely with the students and respond to their needs. I'm a lso very accessible 
and I hope students will take some time to visit with me and talk about any problems 
they see with the campus. 
In What direction do you see the Oconee campus growing? 
Obviously, were limited by space. We' re probably blocked al about 2,000 students. What 
I see in terms of changes will be getting more full time faculty, but also growing the 
community relationship with the college. I'd like to eventually think that the Oconee 
campus relationship is as good as what we have here at Oakwood. 
Do you see any new buildings or intramural fields in tbe future? 
BRlTNEY COMPTON I eompa.s Staff 
Penny Mills has worked at GC for thirteen years, as well as her administrative 
duties, she will be teaching POLS 1101 next fall. She will start 8S the Chief 
Academic Officer full time in May and plans on eventually moving to the Oconee 
Countyare8. 
In temlS of buildings, probably nothing in the near futu re. In tenns of student services 
and intramural facilities, that's going to be something that Michele Brown will be 
responsible for. I know she 's been working on that, but hasn't had enough time because 
she's been deal ing with things like advising. I' m hoping with my presence over there, 
she and I will be able to work very closely together and go ahead on some things. 
Committee Pushes for Student 
Government at Oconee Campus 
By LouIsV. __ 
Staff Writer 
IvanSOO4@gc.peachnet.edu 
The Gainesville College Oconee Campus welcomes 
the newly fonned Oconee Committee, which hopes to 
function as a subsidiary of the main campus' student 
run government. 
According to Jerry Calbos, the founder of the Oconee 
Committee, the group plans to petition the Student 
Government Association (SGA) on the main campus 
Friday, March 26. 
The petition is a revising of the school's current 
constitution, to better serve the Oconee Campus and 
to establ ish a new Oconee Cam pus student 
government. 
If the Oconee Committee 's peli-tion is approved 
by the SGA it will then go to the Board of Regents in 
the fall and ideally will lead to the fonnalion of a 
Student Government Association in place by the fall 
semesler on the Oconee campus. 
